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MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
Of the City Council of the Town of Colma 

City Hall, 1198 El Camino Real 
Colma, CA 94014 

 
Wednesday, November 10, 2004 

7:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - CALL TO ORDER  
 
ROLL CALL – Mayor Ronald J. Maldonado called the Regular Meeting of the City 
Council for the Town of Colma to order at 7:31 pm. 

Council Present – Mayor Ronald J. Maldonado, Mayor Pro Tem Philip Lum and 
Councilmembers Helen Fisicaro, Joseph Silva and Frossanna Vallerga. 
 
Staff Present: – City Manager Diane McGrath, Chief of Police Robert Lotti, Recreation 
Manager Brian Dossey, City Attorney Roger Peters, City Engineer Rick Mao, City Planner 
Malcolm Carpenter, Deputy City Planner Andrea Ouse, and Recording Clerk Anita L. 
Thorsnes.  
 
Also Present – City Treasurer Rae Gonzalez.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Open to public Comments on Non-Agenda Items.   
 
Council reported that in Closed Session, prior to this meeting, they had unanimously 
voted to appoint Diane McGrath to the position of City Manager.  Following the 
announcement, Council presented a congratulatory bouquet to Ms. McGrath.   
 
Attorney Peters requested that Council add City Manager McGrath’s contract to the 
Agenda following the Consent Calendar.  Council added Item 6A to the Agenda, by the 
following vote: 

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 5 0    

 
Attorney Peters reviewed policies with the public for addressing the Council at 
meetings during public comments on non-agenda items.  
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Joseph Javier, 567 D Street, discussed on-going issues with the police 
department, which he had addressed at the previous council meeting. 
 

Mayor Maldonado directed Mr. Javier to the City Attorney and Chief of 
Police. 

 
Franco Carson, 579 D Street, inquired as to Colma’s hiring procedures and 
salary’s being public information. 
 

Attorney Peters suggested that Mr. Franco obtain a Public Information 
Request Form from Town Hall staff. 

 
Closed to public comments. 
 
 
INTRODUCTIONS & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
1. Dah-Win Sheu and Aaron Aknin, new Planning Department employees of 

MCA/LSA 
 
2. Acknowledging Police Officer Hawkins and her K-9 Partner, TEX, on the 

Award of a Second Place in Searching and an Eighth Place Overall in the 
Northern California Police Dog Trials 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
3. Accept Minutes of October 13, 2004 Special and Regular City Council 

Meetings 
 
4. Approve Warrants List for October 1-31, 2004 
 
 
5. Motion to Adopt Ordinance 622: ORDINANCE REGULATING THE 

KEEPING OF POULTRY IN A RESIDENTIAL AREA BY ADDING 
CHAPTER 8 SUBCHAPTER 5 TO COLMA MUNICIPAL CODE -- second 
reading 

 
6. Motion to Adopt Resolution 2004-79 APPROVING AMENDMENT TO 

CONTRACT FOR JANITORIAL SERVICES WITH BAY AREA 
MAINTENANCE, INC. 

 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lum abstained from voting because he was not present at the 
last regular council meeting. 
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Action:  On motion of Helen Fisicaro to approve, seconded by Frossanna Vallerga, and 
carried, the COUNCIL APPROVED THE CONSENT CALENDAR by the following vote: 

  
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 4 0    

 
Added to the agenda at the beginning of the meeting. 
 
6A. City Manager Contract  
 

Report: City Attorney Roger Peters gave the report and recommended that 
the Council adopt a resolution appointing Diane McGrath to the position 
of City Manager, effective November 10, 2004, with a yearly salary of 
$188,200., to include certain specified Town paid medical benefits, and a 
review date on May 15, 2004. 

 
Open to public comments. 
Resident Franco Carson. 
Closed to public. 
 
Action:  On motion of Joseph Silva to approve, seconded by Helen Fisicaro, and carried, 
the Council adopted Resolution 2004-80 RESOLUTION APPROVING CONTRACT 
WITH CITY MANAGER DIANE MCGRATH by the following vote: 

  
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 5 0    

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
7. Study: Alternative Locations and Design Concepts for Community 

Gateways and Signage 
  
Report: City Planner Malcolm Carpenter gave the report and recommended that 
the Council review the proposed park identification sign and the sign alternatives 
and provide guidance that will assist the staff in preparing an overall master 
program for gateway structures and signs throughout the Town. 
 
Open to public. 
Pat Hatfield. 
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Dennis Fisicaro. 
Diana Colvin. 
Jose Javier. 
Dave Hatfield. 
Franco Carson. 
Closed to public. 
 

Council directed staff to bring back a “mock up” of the sign for the Hillside 
Historical Park & Community Center - after the landscape installation is 
complete. 

 
Action: No action taken.  Study item only.   
 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
8. Consider: Ordinance Amending the Procedures for Entering into 

Contracts and Purchases by Amending Colma Municipal Code, Chapter 
One, Subchapter Six 

 
Report: City Attorney Roger Peters gave the staff report and recommended that 
the Council introduce and adopt an ordinance. 
 
Open to public comments. 
Franco Carson. 
Dave Hatfield. 
Dennis Fisicaro. 
Hoffman Complex HOA Chair, Chris Finn. 
Closed to public. 
 
Action: On motion to approve by Frossanna Vallerga, seconded by Helen Fisicaro, and 
carried, the Council approved reading ordinance by title only by the following vote:  

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 5 0    

 
Mayor Maldonado read the title. 
 



Minutes of the Regular Colma City Council Meeting of November 10, 2004 
Page 5 of 8 

Action: On motion to approve by Philip Lum, seconded by Helen Fisicaro, and carried, 
the Council introduced Ordinance 623 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 
PROCEDURES FOR ENTERING INTO CONTRACTS AND PURCHASES BY 
AMENDING COLMA MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER ONE, SUBCHAPTER SIX by the 
following vote:  

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 5 0    

 
 
 
9. Consider: Ordinance Authorizing Enforcement and Specifying Penalties 

for Misdemeanors and Infractions by Adding Subchapter Five to Chapter 
One of the Colma Municipal Code 

 
Report: City Attorney Roger Peters gave the report and recommended that the 
Council introduce and adopt an ordinance. 
 
Open to public comments. 
No comments. 
Closed to public. 
 
Action: On motion to approve by Frossanna Vallerga, seconded by Philip Lum, and 
carried, the Council approved reading ordinance by title only by the following vote:  

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 5 0    

 
Mayor Maldonado read the title. 
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Action: On motion to approve by Philip Lum, seconded by Joseph Silva, and carried, the 
Council introduced Ordinance 624 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ENFORCEMENT 
AND SPECIFYING PENALTIES FOR MISDEMEANORS AND INFRACTIONS BY 
ADDING SUBCHAPTER FIVE TO CHAPTER ONE OF THE COLMA MUNICIPAL CODE 
by the following vote: 

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 5 0    

 
 
 
 
10. Consider: Agreement with Colma Fire Protection District for Joint 

Funding of Ladder Truck 
 
Report: City Attorney Roger Peters gave the report and recommended that the 
Council adopt a resolution approving Ladder Truck Agreement 
 
Open to public. 
Cynthia Silva. 
Franco Carson. 
Dennis Fisicaro. 
Jose Javier. 
Closed to public. 
 
Action: On motion to approve by Joseph Silva, seconded by Philip Lum, and carried, the 
Council approved Resolution 2004-81 RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENT 
WITH COLMA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT FOR JOINT FUNDING OF LADDER 
TRUCK by the following vote:  

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 5 0    
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11. Consider: Ordinance Adding Section 8.01.075 to the Colma Municipal 

Code Requiring Owners and Possessors of Animals to Remove and 
Dispose of Animal Waste 

 
Report: Police Chief Bob Lotti gave the report and recommended that the Council 
introduce an ordinance to regulate the collection and clean-up of pet feces. 
 
Open to public. 
No comments. 
Closed to public. 
 
Action: On motion to approve by Frossanna Vallerga, seconded by Joseph Silva, and 
carried, the Council approved reading ordinance by title only by the following vote:  

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 5 0    

 
Mayor Maldonado read the title. 
 
Action: On motion to approve by Joseph Silva, seconded by Frossanna Vallerga, and 
carried, the Council introduced Ordinance 625 AN ORDINANCE ADDING SECTION 
8.01.075 TO THE COLMA MUNICIPAL CODE by the following vote: 

 
Name Voting Present, Not Voting Absent 

  Aye No Abstain Not Participating   
Ronald J. Maldonado      
Philip J. Lum, Jr.      
Helen Fisicaro      
Joseph Silva      
Frossanna Vallerga      
Voting Tally 5 0    

 
 
COUNCIL CALENDARING 
Wednesday December 1, 7:00 pm ~ Council Reorganization ~ Council Chamber 
Wednesday December 8,  7:30 pm ~ Regular Meeting ~ Council Chamber 
Friday December 17,  6:00 pm ~ SMCCC Colma Hosts ~ Fire House 
Saturday December 18,  6:00 pm ~ Holiday Adult Party ~ SSF Convention Center 
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REPORTS:   
 
Mayor Ronald Maldonado thanked the police department for high-level visibility 
in the neighborhoods and participation with trick-or-treaters on Halloween. 
 
City Treasurer Rae Gonzalez gave a Treasurer’s report and asked Council to 
review the policies for rentals at the senior housing complex, due to lost revenues 
from vacant units. 
 

Council directed staff to place senior complex rental policies on next 
month’s agenda to review. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
The Regular meeting was adjourned in memory of Monica Gotelli at 9:17 pm. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Anita Landis Thorsnes 
Anita Landis Thorsnes 

Deputy City Clerk 
Approved by Council 08 December 2004 


